
The American Pageant Chapter 25 Reading Guide 
 
Vocabulary 
New Immigrants 
Settlement Houses 
Liberal Protestants 
Tuskegee Institute 
Land-Grant Colleges 
Pragmatism 
Yellow journalism 
National American Woman Suffrage Association (NAWSA) 
Women’s Christian Temperance Union (WCTU) 
Realism 
Naturalism 
Regionalism 
City Beautiful movement 
World’s Columbian Exposition 
 
Reading Questions 

1. In what ways had American cities changed in the late 19
th

 Century?  (Size, jobs, stores, slums, etc.) 
2. What is meant by the term “New Immigrants?”  How many immigrants are coming into the United States 

during the time period? 
3. What factors led these new immigrants from Southern and Eastern Europe to come to the United States? 
4. How did these new immigrants change American culture and life? 
5. How did the political machines take advantage of immigrants? 
6. Explain the idea of the “social gospel.” 
7. How did people like Jane Addams, Lillian Wald, and Florence Kelley help with immigrants, especially 

women and children? 
8. How did some Americans respond to the new immigrants in a wave of nativism similar to the 1840s and 

1850s? 
9. What restrictions did the federal government place on immigration in the 1880s? 
10. What types of programs and ideas did the church use in dealing with the new urbanization of America? 

(Make sure to identify specific programs and movements.) 
11. What idea did Charles Darwin introduce into society in the 19

th
 century, and how did American scientists 

respond?  How did American religion respond? 
12. What improvements in public education occurred during the late 1800s? 
13. Explain the philosophies of Booker T. Washington and W.E.B. Du Bois.  Why did their ideas conflict so 

much? 
14. How are opportunities for higher education expanding in the late 1800s?  (Make sure to look at 

opportunities for different groups, including specific acts and colleges created by philanthropists as well 
as opportunities for African-Americans and women.) 

15. Explain how the very idea of education is changing during the time period. 
16. How did people like Joseph Pulitzer and William Randolph Hearst change journalism in the late 19

th
 

century? 
17. Explain the reform ideas of people like Henry George and Edward Bellamy. ***Pay attention to directions 

in the next question!*** 
18. ***Turn the page!***Reading the insert, “Pioneering Pragmatists.” What were the contributions of the 

“pragmatists” like Holmes, James, Peirce, and Dewey? 
19. How did Victoria Woodhull change the ideas of conventional morality in the United States?  How did 

people like Anthony Comstock respond? 
20. How did urban life change the family unit in the United States?  
21. What was the purpose of the National American Woman Suffrage Association (NAWSA)? 
22. Explain the ideas of Carrie Chapman Catt.  



23. How were many states ahead of the federal government on the issue of women’s suffrage?  Where were 
most of the states that gave women the right to vote in the years prior to the 19

th
 Amendment?  Why? 

24. What role did groups like the Woman’s Christian Temperance Union (WCTU) and people like Carrie A. 
Nation play in the United States? 

25. In the sections called “Postwar Fiction, Lowbrow and High,” identify the major literary contribution and 
famous works (where applicable) of each of the following: Lewis Wallace, Horatio Alger, Mark Twain, 
Henry James, Edith Wharton, Stephen Crane, Jack London, Frank Norris, Theodore Dreiser, Bret Harte, 
Paul Laurence Dunbar, Charles W. Chestnut, Kate Chopin, and Henry Adams. 

26. Explain how American art is changing around the turn of the 20
th

 century. (Know Whistler, Eakins, Homer, 
Saint-Gaudens especially) 

27. What diversions were now available for Americans who wanted amusement and entertainment? 


